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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on November 8, 

2012. Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPOINTMENT OF KARLA PLANK TO SERVE AS ACTING CLERK OF COUNCIL IN 

THE ABSENCE OF JAMIE K. EIFERT, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

4. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice 

Mayor Lee Czerwonka, Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, 

Councilman James Sumner, and Mayor Mark Weber 

MEMBERS ABSENT:   Councilman Rick Bryan  

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to excuse Councilman Bryan 

from the meeting.  A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted yes.   

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Solicitor Mark A. Vander Laan, 

Assistant City Manager James Pfeffer, Assistant City Manager 

Kelly Harrington, Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Parks & Recreation 

Director Chuck Funk, Public Works Director Gordon Perry, Fire 

Chief Rick Brown, Community Development Director Dan 

Johnson, Administrative Assistant Karla Plank, and interested 

citizens 

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Harrington to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety 

in the rear of Council Chambers.  

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to accept the agenda. A 

voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. APPOINTMENT OF KARLA PLANK TO SERVE AS ACTING CLERK OF COUNCIL IN THE 

ABSENCE OF JAMIE K. EIFERT, CLERK OF COUNCIL 

4. ROLL CALL – Acting Clerk of Council Karla Plank  

5. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF COUNCIL 

CHAMBERS 

6. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

a. Regular Meeting of October 25, 2012 

b. Workshop Session – October 26, 2012  

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council – Acting Clerk of Council Karla Plank 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson  

1. Ordinance No. 2012-63,  transferring funds  

2. Ordinance No. 2012-64,  authorizing payments for professional computer-

related services and purchases throughout 2012  

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-65,  awarding bid for the Blue Ash Sports Center Field B 

artificial turf project  
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c. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-54,  approving a zoning map amendment to rezone two 

parcels at 9012 Blue Ash Road to C-2 planned 

commercial district (Second Reading) 

2. Ordinance No. 2012-62,  approving a planned development in a C-2 planned 

commercial district to permit an addition and site 

modifications at 9012 Blue Ash Road (Second 

Reading) 

3. Motion directing Planning Commission to consider a Zoning Amendment regarding the 

land now occupied by Summit Park and approximately 98-acres owned by the City of 

Cincinnati that contains the former Blue Ash airport runway 

d. Public Safety Committee, Stephanie Stoller, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-66, authorizing a contract for professional services associated 

with fee collection management for EMS transport 

services 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

7. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of, October 25, 2012.  A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted 

yes. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller requested that a revision be made to the October 26
th
 minutes (page 

9) wherein she discussed the development for downtown Blue Ash to reflect, ―with small 

businesses such as coffee shops and bakeries on the ground floor, small office businesses 

on the second floor and condo or apartments above‖.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to amend the minutes to 

reflect the clarification revisions to the October 26, 2012 minutes.  A voice vote was taken.  

All members voted yes.  Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to approve the minutes of the 

Workshop Session meeting of October 26, 2012 as amended.  A voice vote was taken.  All 

members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

8. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

9. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Carman Blaire, 4619 Belleview Avenue, indicated that he is pleased with the remodeling of 

Sandy’s Stagecoach and welcomes the additional parking lot due to limited parking on his 

street.  He has reviewed the proposed addition and feels it will be a positive thing for the 

community.   

Councilman Sumner asked Mr. Blaire if he felt comfortable with the potential noise with the 

semi-outdoor seating until 11:00 PM? 

Mr. Blaire felt there is not an issue with regard to the noise levels and indicated he hears 

noise from the Steelcraft business located across the street and the concerts on Town 

Square in the summer.   

Patrick O’Brien, 4616 Belleview Avenue, indicated that his backyard abuts Sandy’s 

Stagecoach property and has no issues with the proposed addition.  He is pleased that Ms. 

Copenhaver is fixing up the bar to accelerate the business.  He feels this is something that 

has been missing along Blue Ash Road.  Mr. O’Brien indicated that most of the noise is from 

Blue Ash Road and the businesses across the street. 

Beth O’Brien, 4616 Belleview Avenue, stated that they hear no noise from Sandy’s 

Stagecoach but hear noise mostly from the Steelcraft business.  Ms. O’Brien feels that Ms. 
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Copenhaver is making great efforts to engage the area residents and her plans in 

developing her business.  Ms. O’Brien loves what Ms. Copenhaver is doing and hopes that 

Council will give her the opportunity to expand her business for the betterment of Blue Ash.    

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:11 PM. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the November 8
th
 Council agenda.  

10.a.1.  Ordinance No. 2012-64 – transferring funds 

One of the benefits of projecting the December 31, 2012 fund balances is revealing what accounts 

may need supplemental funding to complete the year, what revenues were expected that may not 

arrive, and making other adjustments to the budget so the remainder of 2012 goes smoothly.  This 

transfer incorporates a number of those issues, and also addresses several grant reconciliations, and 

major projects anticipated in the remaining months. 

Those items shown on the attachment which might be considered routine or ―housekeeping‖ are those 

whose prefix begins with 902 (Employee FSA); 293 (Law Enforcement Liaison Grant Fund); and 282 

(OVI Grant).  The FSA revenue and expenditure appropriation is necessary given that the city 

employee group has just started a new benefit plan year, and the Law Enforcement Liaison (LEL) and 

OVI Grant are on a non-calendar year basis through the State of Ohio. 

Under ―Reduction in Revenue Appropriations‖, a reduction of $608,000 is reflected in the 

Intergovernmental Revenue category.  The primary component of this reduction in expected 2012 

revenue is uncertainty as to when the Cincinnati Water Works will make a reimbursement to the City 

for paving work done on their behalf by the City of Blue Ash.  The Public Works Director is currently 

working with the appropriate contact at the Cincinnati Water Works to determine the exact amount of 

reimbursement due to Blue Ash and the expected date of payment.  In the interim, it is necessary to 

reduce revenue appropriations and increase General Fund transfers to make sure the Public Works 

area is fully funded should the revenue not arrive as budgeted in 2012.  This payment is due the City of 

Blue Ash because the Public Works Department provided for the full repaving of areas disrupted by 

water main replacement efforts by the Water Works in recent years, and the final overlay that would 

have been the responsibility of the Water Works was done by the City in anticipation of reimbursement. 

 The other component of revenue we budgeted, but which is not expected to arrive, is from the 

Hamilton County Storm Water District.   

Reflected within the next category, ―Additional Expenditure Appropriations‖, is a Construction 

Improvement funding in the amount of $558,000.  This additional expenditure reflected in the Parks 

and Grounds Maintenance Capital Account pertains to the Council-approved placement of artificial turf 

on Field B of the Blue Ash Sports Center.  That item is explained later in the agenda under Ordinance 

No. 2012-65.  As this project was not anticipated at the time the final budget was prepared, it is 

necessary at this time to appropriate these additional expenses which are funded by unappropriated 

General Fund balance.  Authorization to move ahead with the bidding of this project, the award of 

which is considered under Ordinance No. 2012-40 passed on August 9, 2012.   

The significant item listed in the next category, ―Reduction in Expenditure Appropriations‖, is within the 

Public Works Construction Account, Fund 221.  This item, which totals $370,000, pertains to sidewalk 

and other construction projects originally budgeted in the Public Works Department for the current 

year, but which could not be implemented.  Funds for these projects will be included in the 2013 

proposed budget.  An expenditure reduction is necessary at this time if the project is not going to move 

ahead in the current year.  This reduction in expenditure helps offset the delayed revenue from the 

Water Works, but not totally.  The balance or remainder will be made up with General Fund transfers 

as required. 

Other than the transfers necessary to keep the items described above ―in balance‖, the only significant 

item in the additional expenditure category involves a supplemental funding of $100,000 in the General 

Fund Legislative Account relating to legal services.  This funding is expected to supplement that 

contained in the final budget to get us through the remainder of 2012 in the category of service. 

Identified at the very bottom of the attachment is an application of a contingency funding of $115,000 to 

supplement expenditure capability within several of the Facility Maintenance accounts.  Those include 

salaries, operational supplies and miscellaneous contractual.  While the salary issue is being review by 

the Public Works Director with the Facilities Maintenance Supervisor, the driving force behind the other 

requirements relate to the costs of the mid-summer discovery of a petroleum release from the gasoline 

pump at the Municipal and Safety Center fueling location.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer.   
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10.a.2. Ordinance No. 2012-65 – authorizing payment for professional computer-related 

services and purchases throughout 2012  

Periodically, the City Administration approaches Council with an ordinance addressing a number of the 

providers of electronic, data communication, telephone, or other communication services to the City on 

an ongoing basis.  This ordinance seeks City Council’s approval for payments during 2012 to four 

different vendors. 

The first reflects a $61,000 threshold for 2012 for Lan Solutions (InTrust Group) for their professional 

services relating to our computer networks, new equipment and trouble-shooting/consulting.  The 

second vendor, Mitel Leasing, carries a not to exceed threshold of $29,000 and is related to telephone 

services to all City departments, facilities and divisions.  Mitel provides our telephones, network 

assistance, software and maintenance.   

The third provider is Premier Network Solutions for which authority during 2012 is sought at a level of 

$30,000 all related to professional security camera and/or alarm services at the Recreation Center and 

Town Square.  Finally, authority is requested for $30,000 for 2012 services from Active Network related 

to software and support efforts at the Recreation Center and the Cooper Creek Event Center.   

All of these vendors are long term providers for the City, provide solid value for the funds expended, 

and it is necessary to seek Council approval as all of the amounts do exceed the ordinance threshold 

of $25,000 for 2012. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer. 

10.b.1. Ordinance No. 2012-66 – awarding bid for the Blue Ash Sports Center Soccer Field B 

artificial turf project 

The City recently solicited bids for the purchase and installation of artificial turf at the Blue Ash Sports 

Center’s Soccer Field ―B‖.  

The installation of a synthetic surface supplies the City of Blue Ash with another weather-resistant field 

which allows for year around usage for a variety of different sporting activities including soccer, field 

hockey and lacrosse.  The synthetic surface also reduces our current field maintenance costs and 

creates more opportunities for the Blue Ash Community to utilize the fields. 

The Administration is recommending a bid award to the low bidder, The Motz Group. The base bid was 

$538,000.  The installation is expected to begin in early November and be completed no later than 

March 1, 2013 which allows us to meet a deadline for usage in the spring of 2013. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Parks & Recreation Director. 

10.c.1. Ordinance No. 2012-54 – authorizing a zoning map amendment to rezone two parcels at 

9012 Blue Ash Road to C-2 planned commercial district (Second Reading) 

Sandy Copenhaver owns Sandy’s Stagecoach Saloon and the two parcels that are the subject of this 

request for a Zoning Map Amendment to C-2 Planned Commercial.  The Saloon property is currently 

zoned C-1 General Commercial District; the adjacent property to the north is currently zoned R-3 

Residential. 

She plans to improve the property with an addition to the rear of the existing building and an expansion 

of the parking area.  The proposed changes to the site and building are not possible without this 

Zoning Map Amendment.  If the Map Amendment is approved by Council after recommendation by the 

Planning Commission, then any proposed improvements require a separate Planned Development 

approval. 

The Planning Commission recommended approval of the Zoning Amendment.  The area proposed to 

be rezoned is recommended for Commercial use on the Land Use Plan map contained within the City 

of Blue Ash 2003 Comprehensive Plan and the Land Use Implementation Program (also in the 

Comprehensive Plan) specifically identifies this location for Commercial Redevelopment. 

The Comprehensive Plan is online at: 

http://www.blueashadvance.com/files/uploaded/BA_Master_Plan_2003.pdf 

This is the second reading of this ordinance.  The first reading and public hearing was held on October 

25, 2012.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Community Development Director, Dan 

Johnson.   

10.c.2. Ordinance No. 2012-62 – authorizing a planned development in a C-2 planned 

commercial district to permit an addition and site modifications at 9012 Blue Ash Road (Second 

Reading) 

If the Zoning Map Amendment proposed in the prior Agenda item is approved, Sandy Copenhaver 

plans to build an addition on the rear of the existing structure that contains ADA compliant bathrooms 

and a new bar/service area that can be opened to the outside with roll-up style doors (depicted in 

attached drawings).  The site would also be modified to satisfy the C-2 access, parking, lighting, and 

landscape buffering requirements of the C-2 district. 

 

http://www.blueashadvance.com/files/uploaded/BA_Master_Plan_2003.pdf
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The plan was originally submitted as a two-phase project, but the applicant submitted additional 

information prior to the Planning Commission recommendation to ensure that it would be done in a 

single phase.  There is language contained in the Ordinance that limits the hours of operation and 

addresses other concerns raised by the Planning Commission during its deliberations. 

The Planning Commission recommended denial of the proposed Planned Development, largely due to 

its proximity to the adjacent residents.  The Ordinance requires a super-majority of Council for 

approval.  Also, if the Zoning Map Amendment is not approved, this application is moot. 

This is the second reading.  The first first reading of this ordinance and the public hearing was held on 

October 25, 2012.  

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Community Development Director, Dan 

Johnson. 

10.c.3 Motion referring potential rezoning to Planning Commission 

This item directs Planning Commission to consider an amendment or amendments to the Zoning Code 

that will allow the City to control the land uses and development patterns on the former Blue Ash 

Airport land runway parcel, consistent with the discussion at the October 26 City Council meeting.  

Amendments will be proposed at the regularly scheduled December 6 Planning Commission meeting.   

Please direct questions regarding this motion to the City Manager or Community Development 

Director, Dan Johnson. 

10.d.1. Ordinance No. 2012-66 – authorizing a contract for professional services associated 

with fee collection management for EMS transport services 

The City is nearing the end of a contract with Medicount Management, a firm that handles the billing 

related to EMS transport. The City’s initial arrangement with Medicount Management started on 

November 1, 2004. The Fire Chief has been working closely with Medicount Management relating to 

the mechanism and costs associated with this program, and has been able to negotiate a reduced 

collection percentage fee with the upcoming contract—from 7.5% of collections to 6.5%.  Of course, 

this rate reduction is partly attributable to increased technological capability in the transfer of data from 

our EMS units to Medicount Management, and the efficiencies associated therewith.  In recent years, 

the City has collected in excess of $325,000 a year related to this process. 

The Fire Chief is recommending a new contract, in a form that has already been reviewed by the City 

Solicitor, beginning on or around November 1, 2012, with a one year renewal with a 30 day renewal 

notice.  Favorable consideration of this ordinance by City Council would permit the Fire Chief to move 

forward in this process with a vendor that has proved reliable, easy to work with, and whose 

administration and policies have avoided citizen aggravation or billing issues.  

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Fire Chief.   

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

In Councilman Bryan’s absence, Vice Mayor Czerwonka was asked to preside.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-63 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-63 

  PROVIDING FOR THE TRANSFER OF FUNDS AND 

AMENDMENTS WITHIN THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-5 FOR THE YEAR 2012 (AS SHOWN 

ON ATTACHMENT); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted 

yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2012-63.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2012-

63 passed. 
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Vice Mayor Czerwonka asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-64 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-64 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT FOR EXPECTED 2012 

PROFESSIONAL COMPUTER RELATED PRODUCTS/ 

SERVICES TO BE PROVIDED BY MULTIPLE VENDORS 

THROUGHOUT THE YEAR, INCLUDING LAN SOLUTIONS 

D/B/A INTRUST GROUP, MITEL LEASING, PREMIER 

NETWORK SOLUTIONS, AND ACTIVE NETWORK; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Council Adamec seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. 

Motion carried. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2012-64.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, Adamec, 

Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 2012-64 

passed. 

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-65 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-65 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT FOR THE BLUE ASH SPORTS CENTER 

SOCCER FIELD B ARTIFICIAL TURF PROJECT FOR AN 

AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $538,000; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance.  The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Adamec, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted 

yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Buckman moved, Councilman Adamec seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-

65. 

Parks and Recreation Director Chuck Funk indicated that the Motz Group is the same 

company that installed the turf on Field A approximately 6 years ago.  Mr. Funk feels they did 

a good job on Field A and expect they will do the same on Field B.  The cost is nearly the 

same on Field B as it was in 2007 when they did Field A.  Through the contracts, the area is 

to be open to others who want to use it.  Ninety-five percent of the kids that play soccer in 

this region belong to the Cincinnati United Soccer Club.  Fifty percent of the field cost is 

being paid by Cincinnati United Soccer Club.  Mr. Funk further advised that Motz evaluated 

the turf on Field A six months ago and they felt that it would exceed the ten year warrant and 

estimated it to last for 12 to 15 years.  Mr. Funk feels the staff takes very good care of the 

fields and keeps them in good shape for soccer, field hockey and lacrosse.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance No. 

2012-65 passed.  

c. Planning & Zoning Committee, James W. Sumner, Chairperson 

Councilman Sumner asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-54 by title only (it having 

been read in full at the October 25, 2012 Council meeting). 
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THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-54 

APPROVING A ZONING MAP AMENDMENT TO REZONE TWO 

PARCELS AT 9012 BLUE ASH ROAD (612-0060-274-00, 

CURRENTLY C-1 GENERAL COMMERCIAL AND 612-0060-273-00, 

CURRENTLY R-3 RESIDENTIAL) TO THE C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-

54.  

Councilman Sumner explained that the Planning Commission recommend that Council 

proceed with the rezoning; however, he recommended that Council  consider tabling the 

Ordinance and delay a decision on the rezoning until contact can be made with the adjoining 

property owners.  The Master Plan calls for rezoning all of the property abutting Blue Ash 

Road in this area and he thinks it may be better to consider all properties at the same time. 

Also, Ordinance 2012-62 requests approval of a development plan for the property, which 

follows this item on the Agenda.  He explained that this Ordinance to rezone the property 

may be unnecessary if Council does not approve Ordinance 2012-62. However, if the 

Ordinance to rezone is tabled, then the majority of Council votes in favor of Ordinance 2012-

62, then Ordinance 2012-54 will be removed from the table immediately following that vote.  

Councilman Adamec questioned whether notices were sent to the adjacent residents prior to 

the Planning Commission hearing? 

Community Development Director Dan Johnson answered that they were. 

Councilwoman Stoller stated she was against tabling the ordinance as it would delay the 

development. 

Councilman Sumner clarified that it would be pulled from being tabled immediately if 

Ordinance No. 2012-62 is approved so that it wouldn’t be held up.  It would only be delayed 

if Ordinance No. 2012-62 was not approved. 

Solicitor Vander Laan indicated that Councilman Sumner’s suggestion can be done if desired 

and there is nothing illegal about the process. 

Vice Mayor Czerwonka commented that the last time this property was brought before the 

Planning Commission for rezoning, it was turned down for lack of a defined project.  He feels 

Ms. Copenhaver has defined the project and is bringing the project forward.    

Councilman Sumner indicated that there are two parcels that have to be rezoned to 

accommodate the project.  If this Ordinance is approved and the project doesn’t go forward, 

the City will have less control over potential future projects on the site.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes.  Councilman Sumner voted no.  

Five yeses and one no. Ordinance No. 2012-54 passed. 

Councilman Sumner asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-62 by title only (it having 

been read in full at the October 25, 2012 Council meeting). 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-62 

APPROVING A PLANNED DEVELOPMENT IN A C-2 PLANNED 

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT PER CHAPTERS 1157 AND 1185 OF 

THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO PERMIT AN ADDITION 

AND SITE MODIFICATIONS AT 9012 BLUE ASH ROAD 

(SANDY’S STAGECOACH SALOON) 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-

62.   

Councilman Sumner explained that the Planning Commission recommended against the 

project because of the potential impact to the adjacent neighborhood.  Councilman Sumner 

noted that City staff also recommended against the project which weighed heavily on the 

Planning Commissions’ recommendation.  At the Planning Commission, the O’Brien 
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residents were present and spoke in favor of the development but the Commission did not 

hear from other residents.  Mr. Johnson added terms and conditions to the Ordinance 

recommended by the Planning Commission.  Prior to Mr. Johnson going through the terms 

and recommendations, Councilman Sumner noted that residents have indicated that the 

development plans are better than its present state; however, the design of the project 

doubles in size in the back of the structure and towards the residential area.  The structure 

will include garage doors opened to a back outdoor patio.  The agreement is that the garage 

doors will close at 11:00 PM.  Prior to 11:00 PM, any bar noise and entertainment will be 50 

feet from the residents’ homes.  Councilman Sumner advocated that the Ordinance not be 

approved.   

Councilman Adamec asked Mr. Johnson if there were any residents who spoke in favor of or 

against the project. 

Mr. Johnson indicated that all property owners within 200 feet of the development were 

notified in writing, which included 30-40 residents.  Mr. Johnson said that other than one  

phone call from a resident on Alpine who supported the project, he has not heard from any 

other residents outside of the Planning Commission meetings.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka indicated that he received two phone calls from residents who were 

in favor of the project. 

Mr. Johnson noted that Ms. Copenhaver has received signatures from the residents. 

Ms. Copenhaver produced a list of resident signatures to Council who supported the 

proposed development. 

Councilman Adamec questioned Mr. Johnson regarding noise containment and buffers 

provided in the plan and what the Planning Commission recommended to alleviate some of 

the noise? 

Mr. Johnson explained that the Planning Commission met twice on the proposal.  A hearing 

was held at the first meeting and the proposal was tabled to allow for additional information.  

Ms. Copenhaver submitted additional information both in plan form and in writing to attempt 

to resolve some of the concerns that arose at the first Planning Commission hearing.  Mr. 

Johnson further explained that with regard to the noise, the patio doors shall close no later 

than 11:00 PM and the overall bar will be open no later than 2:30 AM.  The initial application 

proposed a two-phase project where the open patio would be built first, then it would be 

enclosed in a later phase.  Ms. Copenhaver instead agreed to build the enclosure in one 

phase. She also submitted details for a six foot wooden privacy fence that would be built 

approximately one foot from the adjacent properties.  Mr. Johnson explained that the 

landscaping plan includes a 10-foot buffer around the rear of the site with trees and shrubs 

in addition to the fence. 

Councilman Sumner commented that the distance between the fence and the homes is very 

close to the proposed parking lot.  The new portion of the building will be closer to the 

residents and during the summer months the open garage doors will be fifty to sixty feet 

from the resident’s backyards. 

Mayor Weber noted that the residents are who Council is here to serve.  The residents were 

notified of the project and there has been ample opportunity for them to voice their 

disapproval or concerns about this proposed development and there have been no 

objections.   

Councilwoman Stoller stated that the open area of the bar will be closed at 11:00 PM so it 

won’t be exposed to the neighborhood which is consistent to the music that is played on 

Town Square that could impact any citizens.   

Councilman Adamec understands what Councilman Sumner is saying about the 

development, but given that the business has been in existence for a long period of time, he 

feels it is an improvement to what sits there today.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka stated that there have not been any complaints regarding this 

development. 

Mayor Weber stated that number 10 on the ordinance indicates that, ―there shall be no live 

or amplified music within the proposed addition.‖  So there will be a group of people who will 

be in the confines of the closed doors after 11:00 PM and he feels that potential noise 
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problems are being invented. 

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, Stoller, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes.  Councilman Sumner voted no.  Five 

yeses and one no.  Ordinance No. 2012-62 passed. 

Councilman Sumner moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to direct Planning Commission 

to consider a Zoning Amendment regarding the land now occupied by Summit Park and 

approximately 98-acres owned by the City of Cincinnati that contains the former Blue Ash 

airport runway.  A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted yes.  Motion carried. 

d. Public Safety Committee, Stephanie Stoller, Chairperson 

Councilwoman Stoller asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-66 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-66 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO NEGOTIATE AND 

ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH FEE COLLECTION 

MANAGEMENT FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICE 

(EMS) TRANSPORT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted 

yes. Six yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 

2012-66.  

Fire Chief Brown indicated that the City has been with Medicount Management for 

approximately 8 or 9 years. They have served the City well and we have been receiving 

reasonable rates.  The contract is a one year contract with up to five year renewal unless the 

City gives thirty days notice to terminate.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Six yeses. Ordinance 

No. 2012-66 passed. 

11. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Public Works Director, Gordon Perry, informed Council that the City is continuing its leaf pick 

up and reminded everyone that the leaves should be placed on the curb law and not on the 

roadway or in the gutter as it could create a hazard.  Mr. Perry advised that he recently went 

to an OKI Meeting where the Ohio Department of Transportation advised of two projects 

affecting the City of Blue Ash in 2014.  ODOT plans to put an additional lane on I-71 from 

the Southbound I-71/Pfeiffer Road ramp to Cross County Highway which will increase 

capacity along the highway and eliminate traffic congestion (part of a safety project).  The 

area is the top 13
th
 highway accident area in the State of Ohio.  The project cost is estimated 

at $3 million. 

The other ODOT project is to install a new traffic signal at the intersection of the Southbound 

I-71 off-ramp at Cross County Highway.  

Mr. Perry also informed Council that the City had a contractor, as a part of last year’s paving 

program, perform warranty work to repave two intersections on Kenwood Road and on Hunt 

Road to the on ramp of Cross County Highway. 

Fire Chief Brown informed Council that over the next two weeks, and in collaboration with 

other fire departments, member fire departments will be bringing their fire trucks to Summit 

Park to participate in an annual driver’s training event.  Fire Chief Brown also informed that 

the Fire Department will take delivery of the new fire engine in mid-December.  Training on 

the new engine and its equipment will take about 1-2 months. 

City Manager David Waltz informed Council that there are an unusual number of City staff 

that plan to retire by the end of the year due to changes in the OPERS policies, procedures, 

and laws. 
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Mr. Waltz reminded Council of the memo distributed to Council last month regarding animal 

legislation and encouraged feedback whether legislation should be prepared.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka indicated that he was fine with the preparing legislation; however, he 

would like to also see a limit on domestic pets.   

Councilman Sumner agreed with Vice Mayor Czerwonka and requested staff check with 

legal counsel to see if the City can place limits on domestic pets and research whether other 

communities have similar ordinances.   

Mr. Waltz agreed to have staff look into the number of pets allowed per household and 

indicated that it would be put on the agenda for a first reading next month.   

Mr. Waltz informed Council of his attendance at the Chamber of Commerce Leadership 

Exchange trip in St. Louis, MO.  There were three big factors that came out of the trip of 

which one is the need to collaborate with local universities particularly with technology 

exchanges in keeping local talent.  St. Louis has collaborated as a region with Washington 

University and St. Louis University.  Locally, the Chamber of Commerce has been working 

similarly with UC, Xavier and Miami University to leverage with communities to recognize 

that in order to keep and retain young talent and professionals, there needs to be a sense of 

place developed which includes parks, running trails and amenities; and for downtown 

Cincinnati, how they can develop the riverfront to make it the jewel of downtown.  Further, 

there needs to be an understanding of how to network and socialize with the Generation Y 

Groups and keep them engaged in the community so they don’t ultimately leave for one of 

the coasts.  Lastly, transportation is something that was talked about in St. Louis and in 

Denver the year before. The light rail system was promoted and was noted as a reason for 

their successes.  Cincinnati and the surrounding areas need to discuss how to get a regional 

transportation system to get people from the Mason area to the Cincinnati airport with stops 

along the way.  These are the things that communities continue to tout as part of their 

success.   

Mr. Waltz asked Council for their consideration to grant him authorization to purchase ice 

skating rink equipment to be placed in a hangar at Summit Park for the next two winter 

seasons.  Mr. Waltz explained that Administration has not yet determined the cost or 

whether the same equipment could be utilized under the anticipated glass canopy to be built 

in the Park.  The amount will not exceed $50,000.   

Councilwoman Stoller moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to authorize the City Manager 

to purchase ice skating rink equipment for the Summit Park for an amount not to exceed 

$50,000.  A voice vote was taken.  All members present voted yes.  Motion carried. 

Councilman Sumner felt the potential joint economic development district with Sycamore 

Township is an intriguing idea and bears further conversation.  He suggested that it be 

discussed after the Budget Study Session on November 26
th
  

Councilman Buckman welcomed the Sycamore High School student at the meeting. 

Mayor Weber reminded everyone of the Veterans Day Memorial Celebration on Sunday, 

November 11
th
 at 10:30 AM at Town Square. 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Sumner moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All 

members voted yes. The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:59 PM. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

_________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Acting Clerk of Council 
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